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31 January 2009
RAIL PASSENGERS PROVE TRAIN TRAVEL CAN STILL BE DONE CHEAPLY
As rail prices rise by at least 1.1% this weekend, train passengers feeling the pinch can still make savings by buying online, a leading rail ticket retailer advises today.

Savvy customers travelling in January are already reaping savings despite the increases with an average 77% of people booking on thetrainline.com bagging the cheapest ticket available on its 100 most popular UK routes.*  

Almost 85% of people booking train travel on thetrainline.com from Sheffield to London St Pancras purchased the cheapest available fare of just £5, while nearly 70% travelling from Bath Spa to London Paddington bagged a bargain £4 fare. On average customers of the rail ticket retailer are paying £10.51 to get to the most frequently visited UK destinations such as Leeds, Manchester and Edinburgh. 

Ben Pearson, Commercial Director of thetrainline.com says, “While the average fare increase is 1.1%, rail passengers in some parts of the country are potentially facing bigger fare rises.  However, our research shows that our customers are regularly beating what we call ‘trainflation’ by simply booking online and in advance - resulting in an average saving of 43% on the best fare available from the station on the day of travel.

“Through our easy-to-use website and innovative tools like Best Fare Finder and Ticket Alert our customers are buying smarter; selecting single tickets over the often more expensive returns, travelling off peak rather than peak, choosing a time and day to return rather than leaving it open and looking at alternative days and times to travel.  We’re always looking to assist our customers in buying cheaper tickets and helping them to beat the rising cost of rail fares.” 

*source: all bookings on thetrainline.com made in December 2009 for travel after 3rd Jan when majority of fare changes were already in the system.

ENDS

For further information, please contact:

thetrainline.com press office at Seventy Seven PR on 020 7492 0974 (or Jo Carr on 07776 137141) or e-mail thetrainline@77pr.co.uk
About thetrainline.com

thetrainline.com is the leading UK rail ticket retailer and rail ticket information provider, offering fast and easy access to timetables, fares, reservations and tickets through its Internet site and contact centre operations in the UK train travel sector.  In addition to its own website, www.thetrainline.com, it operates retail websites for many of the Train Operating Companies who sell rail tickets online, as well as providing a rail business travel service direct to a number of blue chip corporations and travel agents.
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