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26 October 2009
COMMUTER COUPLES CONQUER LONG DISTANCES

INCREASED DEMANDS OF WORKPLACE KEEP LOVERS APART

COMMUTER COUPLES are on the rise with nearly one in five of Britons (18%) – or nearly 8.7 million people
 in the UK - currently in the throes of a long distance relationship with a significant proportion of these (74%) in committed partnerships or married.

The ‘Long Distance Love’ Report from thetrainline.com shows over half (55%) of so-called ‘Commuter Couples’ are in a long-term relationship and 19% are married or in civil partnerships. 

And, for most people, it’s the job that’s keeping them apart with an increase in dual-career couples.  Over two in five (44%) of people say they are forced to live apart from their partners because their careers come first.  

More than three quarters of couples (77%) travel for over two hours to see their partner, according to the new report.  Over one in four (28%) sees each other every weekend with more than a third (37%) managing to get together once a fortnight.

Celebrity ‘Commuter Couples’, kept apart by the demands of work, have included Victoria and David Beckham as well as Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie.   Not everyone however lives miles apart – Actress Helena Bonham Carter famously lives next door to her partner, film director Tim Burton while Sarah Jessica Parker and Matthew Broderick are reportedly living in different boroughs after the birth of their twins.
Iain Hildreth, Director of Marketing for thetrainline.com says, ‘Our research shows that commuter couples, and so called commuter marriages, are definitely on the increase.  Mostly they are dual career couples who can’t or don’t want to uproot their professional lives just because one has to.  And with average savings of 43% on the cost of rail tickets with thetrainline.com, there’s no longer an excuse for couples not to see each other for weeks on end.”

The study also shows:

· Almost one in 10 couples (8%) live apart as they prefer to live independent lives

· 9%  say they met at university but now live in different cities for work

· Nearly 7% met on holiday but come from different parts of the UK

· Over half of Britons (53%) have experienced a long distance relationship at some point in their past
· And nearly half (46%) would travel over an hour just for a first date

To keep Britain loved-up, thetrainline.com have made a commitment of their own to help lovers get the right ticket at the best price. Travellers can make an average saving of 43% on advance tickets if booked online up to 6pm on the day before departure, compared to ‘turn up and go’ tickets bought at the station on the day of travel. 

ENDS

For further information, please contact:

thetrainline.com press office at Seventy Seven PR on 020 7492 0974 or e-mail thetrainline@77pr.co.uk
thetrainline.com interviewed over 1,099 customers in September 2009.

Adult population (aged 18+) is 48.8m (Source: ONS Population Projections, 2009).

About thetrainline.com

thetrainline.com is the leading UK rail ticket retailer and rail ticket information provider, offering fast and easy access to timetables, fares, reservations and tickets through its Internet site and contact centre operations in the UK train travel sector.  In addition to its own website, www.thetrainline.com, it operates retail websites for 15 Train Operating Companies who sell rail tickets online, as well as providing a rail business travel service direct to a number of blue chip corporations and travel agents.

 (sample of 1099 members of the public)

� Adult population (aged 18+) is 48.8 million (Source ONS Population Projections, 2009
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